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TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES 
Thursday, September 16th, 2021 

 
 
I. CALL TO ORDER:  
 
 Present: Laurie Enos, Dan McCusker, Andy Moore, Mary Sweeney, Eric Tait, Mark   

 Valentine, Sarah Waterman, Sgt. Stephen Murphy (Zoom) 
 
 Absent: Captain Scott Alberti, Jason Ebbs, Tim Frelier 
 
 Guests: No Guests 
 
 
II.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
 
  a. June 17th, 2021 – The committee motioned to approve the minutes. 
 
 
III.  COMMITTEE DISCUSSIONS:    
 

1. 16 Watersong Trail - Speed Hump Request 
 

Mark Valentine explained to the committee that he received an email from a resident who 
resides on Watersong Trail regarding speeding in the neighborhood.  The resident was also 
concerned about the connection of the Watersong neighborhood to the Mayer's Garden 
neighborhood, which was part of the overall approved site plan.  The resident feels that the 
tie in of the Mayer's Garden neighborhood will exasperate the issue of speeding as drivers 
may use it as a cut through.  The resident has been proactive with neighbors by sharing her 
concerns on the neighborhood Facebook page, but did not see any reduction in speeds.  
Speed counters were placed in the Watersong neighborhood by staff and the data collected 
showed that the 85% was 27mph, with the neighborhood speed limit being 25mph. 
 
Laurie Enos asked if the neighborhood is an isolated neighborhood other than the future 
connection to the Mayer's Garden neighborhood. 
 
Mark Valentine replied that it is an isolated neighborhood and that the only exit and entrance 
into the neighborhood is on Five Mile Line Road. 
 
Mary Sweeney asked what signs, if any, are in the neighborhood currently. 
 
Mark Valentine there is a speed limit sign as you enter the neighborhood.  There is also 
sidewalks and street trees, which clearly reflect the characteristics of a neighborhood.  
 
Andy Moore stated that this is one of those unique situations where the area of concern is 
on a very residential street in a residential neighborhood resulting in the perception of the 
vehicles going much faster than they actually are.  Per state law, the Town cannot lower the 
speed limit of 25mph.  Speed humps are a very controversial topic amongst neighbors.  
Some will be supportive of speed humps and others will not.  Speed humps also create a 
plowing issue for Town staff.  Andy also feels strongly that once speed humps are placed in 
one neighborhood it will open the door to justify speed humps in any and all neighborhoods 
that request them, which is not the direction the Town wants to go in.  Since the 
neighborhood is not a cut thru neighborhood and the speeding issues seem to stem from the 
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residents that live in the neighborhood, Andy feels that a good place to start is the neighbors 
having a conversation amongst themselves to try and resolve any speeding concerns. 
 
Laurie Enos asked if the concerned resident noted any particular cars that speed on the 
street.  Laurie explained that in her neighborhood there was a similar issue with a particular 
vehicle speeding in the neighborhood.  After starting a neighborhood watch group, it was 
determined that the person speeding was a teenager that lived in the neighborhood.    
 
THE COMMITTEE AGREED TO THE FOLLOWING PLAN OF ACTION: 
 

 Correspond with the resident suggesting that they organize a neighborhood 
discussion and/or watch group to help communicate speeding concerns and 
hopefully resolve the speeding issue amongst themselves. 

 
 

2. Qualtrough Road - Speeding Concern and Speed Hump Request  
 
Eric Tait shared with the committee that an email was passed on to him from NYSDOT 
regarding speeding concerns on Qualtrough Road, which is a town road.  Eric had numerous 
emails and phone conversations with the resident who originally requested speed humps.  
The speed limit on Qualtrough is 35 mph and the road is sometimes used as a cut through. 
Eric explained to the resident that speed humps would not be appropriate and the problems 
that they could cause.  The resident understood but still would like some kind of resolution.  
Eric feels that the sheriff's office should be contacted and extra patrolling be put in place for 
that location. 
 
Laurie Enos mentioned that she drives on Qualtrough frequently and she has had vehicles 
tailgating and passing her when she is going the speed limit of 35 mph. 
 
Sarah Waterman shared her concern of speed humps being placed on a road with a 35 mph 
speed limit.  This would be a very unsafe situation. 
 
Eric Tait agreed and said he also explained that to the resident. 
 
Mark Valentine said that speed counters can be placed to get updated data and pin point 
dates and times when most of the speeding occurs. 
 
Andy Moore asked if the resident identified a time frame of the speeding. 
 
Eric Tait replied that she did not, however, it does occur in both directions.  The speed trailer 
was placed on the road and it seemed to help for a few days but then drivers resorted back to 
travelling over the speed limit. 
  
THE COMMITTEE AGREED TO THE FOLLOWING PLAN OF ACTION: 
 

 Staff will reach out to the Monroe County Sherriff to request extra enforcement 
on Qualtrough Rd once we have the counter data. 
 

 Speed counters and the speed cart will be placed on Qualtrough Rd. 
 
 

3. Pennicott Circle - Crosswalk Request  
 
Mark Valentine shared with the committee that he received a resident request for a 
crosswalk at Pennicott Circle and Five Mile Line Rd after seeing the temporary crosswalk put 
in place at Terrace Hill for the NYSDOT project on Five Mile Line Rd and Atlantic Avenue. 
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The resident feels that a crosswalk would help pedestrians cross over Five Mile Line Rd to 
access the sidewalk that leads to Rothfuss Park.  Five Mile Line Rd is a county road, so it is 
out of the committee's jurisdiction to implement a crosswalk.   The committee is supportive of 
a crosswalk, so MCDOT will be contacted to see if they will consider a crosswalk being put in 
place. 
 
THE COMMITTEE AGREED TO THE FOLLOWING PLAN OF ACTION: 
 

 Mark Valentine will reach out to MCDOT and request a crosswalk at Pennicott 
Circle and Five Mile Line Rd.  

 
 

4. Tuscany Lane - Request for Stop Sign and Children at Play Sign 
 
Eric Tait shared with the committee that he received two phone calls from residents that live 
next to each other on Tuscany Lane requesting a stop sign at the t-intersection on Tuscany 
Lane, due to speeding concerns.  Currently, there are is no stop sign at any of the three sides 
of the intersection.  Eric stated that if a stop sign would be considered, it would be best 
placed eastbound heading toward the intersection.  This would be geared mostly for traffic 
leaving the neighborhood vs coming in. 
 
Laurie Enos asked if another stop sign could be placed as well.   
 
Eric Tait replied that if a stop sign is put in place, there has to be either just one or one 
placed at all three sides of the intersection. 
 
Mark Valentine recommended that a stop sign be placed at the stem of the "T" of the 
intersection, otherwise there would be a mid-block stop sign and drivers will more than likely 
roll through it.   
 
Laurie Enos asked if the speed cart has been put out on Tuscany Lane. 
 
Eric Tait said that it has not, but it can be placed after other locations that have already been 
slated for the speed cart are completed.  Eric stated that the main concern was drivers not 
slowing down enough and paying attention before turning.  
 
Sarah Waterman suggested a yield sign in the neighborhood vs a stop sign.   
 
Eric Tait responded that the request was for a stop sign but he feels that the residents would 
be open to any other options that may help the situation. 
 
Mark Valentine would like to have staff go to the area and check the site distance to 
determine whether a yield sign or stop sign would be warranted. 
 
Dan McCusker asked if this is currently a problem or a perceived problem. 
 
Eric Tait replied that there is a yield sign as you come into the Tuscany Lane neighborhood 
at the corner of Sorrento Drive and Tuscany.   The residents feel that the yield sign has 
helped in that area and would like to see it through the rest of the neighborhood.  
 
Andy Moore feels that more data needs to be collected before justifying the placement of a 
stop sign or yield sign. 
 
Eric Tait stated that he feels that a yield sign, at a minimum, would be appropriate. 
 
Dan McCusker asked if the Town has the ability to do video surveillance at the intersection 
to view how drivers are approaching the intersection.  
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Mark Valentine replied that currently the Town does not have that capability. 
 
Laurie Enos suggested placing the speed cart when it becomes available. 
 
Mary Sweeney asked if the children at play sign was also requested. 
 
Eric Tait replied that he explained to the resident that it is clear and evident when pulling 
onto Tuscany Lane from State Road, that it is a neighborhood and there likely will be children 
playing, and pedestrians walking along the road.  He explained that the children at play signs 
would not be appropriate, however, slow down strips placed on the speed limit sign posts 
would be an option. 
 
 
THE COMMITTEE AGREED TO THE FOLLOWING PLAN OF ACTION: 
 

 Staff will visit the Tuscany Lane neighborhood to gather more information and 
data and bring it before the committee at the next meeting.  

 
 

5. 95 Henderson Drive - Request for Blind Person Signage 
 
Eric Tait shared with the committee that he received a phone call from a resident who is new 
to Penfield.  She has a young daughter who is visually impaired.  The resident requested that 
signage be put up on Henderson Drive to inform drivers that there is a blind child living in the 
neighborhood and to be aware as they are traveling up and down the road.  Eric explained to 
the resident that the committee has approved the placement of deaf and or blind signage in 
other areas.  Eric told the resident that if the signage is put in place, to please notify the Town 
if they move so the signage can be removed. 
 
 
THE COMMITTEE AGREED TO THE FOLLOWING PLAN OF ACTION: 
 

 The committee approved the placement of blind person signage on Henderson 
Drive. 

 
 

6. 121 Willow Pond Way - Neighborhood Petition Speed Humps 
 
Eric Tait shared with the committee that he received a request from a resident for speed 
humps on Willow Pond due to speeding concerns.  There have been other residents in the 
past that had speeding concerns in that area.  Several years ago, the speed cart and speed 
counters were placed for data collection closer to the Sanders Farm area near Willow Pond 
Way.  This seemed to help with the speeding issue, however, speeding has become a 
problem again.  
 
Sarah Waterman shared her concern that with the road being as narrow as it is, speed 
humps would be dangerous. 
 
Mark Valentine shared that speed humps were discussed with the residents of Carob Court 
in the past.  It was explained that with the road being narrow, people will drive up on lawns to 
go around the speed humps which poses a danger to kids, pets, etc. in yards.  
 
Dan McCusker stated that since there has been previous complaints of speeding in the 
Willow Pond area, the previous data collected needs to be reviewed and compared to new 
data collected to see if anything has changed.  Dan recalls that one of the issues previously 
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was employees of the eldercare facility on the east side speeding through the area.  Dan 
feels that if nothing has changed with the new data collected, then staff should proceed with 
whatever plan of action was taken previously.  
 
Sarah Waterman stated that the previous speed data counts were collected in 2016 when 
speed counters were placed at 65 and 85 Willow Pond Way. 
 
Mark Valentine stated that from the data collected in 2016, three way stop signs were 
installed at the intersection and sidewalks have been installed along Sanders Farm for 
pedestrian safety. 
 
Sarah Waterman feels it might be a good idea to place the speed cart back in the area. 
 
 
THE COMMITTEE AGREED TO THE FOLLOWING PLAN OF ACTION: 
 

 Staff will collect updated traffic counts and speed data.   
 Speed cart will be placed near 121 Willow Pond Way. 

 
  
 

IV.  OTHER BUSINESS:    
 

1. Eric Tait shared with the committee that in an effort to keep cars from parking on the grass 
 along Scribner Road near Greenwood Park, a new parking lot was installed.  No Parking 
 signs were also put in along Greenwood Park.  Recently, Eric received multiple complaints 
 that drivers have chosen to ignore the signs and continue to park on the grass, not utilizing 
 the parking lot, which was not full and had plenty of parking spots available.  Eric has shared 
 the concerns with Andy Urckfitz (Town of Penfield Recreation Department).  Andy will pass 
 these concerns on to the coaches, and sports teams who will then inform parents.   Eric 
 would like to request that the sheriff's office patrol the area and issue tickets as needed. 

 
 
V.  HELD ITEMS 
 
  1. Jackson Road Pedestrian Crosswalk Concern - Follow Up 
 
   Mark Valentine shared that at the last Transportation Committee meeting there was a  
   discussion about a resident concern regarding the crosswalk located on Jackson Road and  
   Springside Lane.  The resident shared that drivers were not stopping at the crosswalk for  
   pedestrians to give them the right of way.  Since then, the County has restriped the crosswalk 
   to make it more visible.  There is also signage approaching the crosswalk.  If there are further 
   concerns, staff may reach out to MCDOT in regards to possibly installing a pedestrian  
   actuator button and flashers.  Since Jackson Road is a county road, any changes/additions to 
   the road would need to be done by MCDOT.  Mark stated that he has noticed vehicles  
   stopping at the crosswalk since it has been restriped so hopefully it has helped make drivers  
   more aware of the crosswalk.  There are other areas in Penfield such as schools, parks, etc.,  
   that are in the process of having pedestrian actuator buttons and crosswalks installed from  
   grant funding. 
 
   Eric Tait stated that MCDOT has changed the striping pattern on the crosswalks so they  
   stand out more.  MCDOT has a project planned this October to micro pave Jackson Road to  
   Atlantic Avenue.  During this process, Jackson Road will be repaved and the crosswalks will  
   be restriped.  With the new pavement, the crosswalks will stand out even more. 
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  2. Jackson Road Speeding Concern, Speed Hump Request and Signage - Follow Up 
 
   Mark Valentine shared that at the last Transportation Committee meeting, there was a  
   discussion of a resident concern pertaining to speeding on Jackson Road and a speed  
   hump request.  Mark stated that the committee is not supportive of speed humps as   
   discussed previously.  Speed counters were placed on two locations of Jackson Road. 
 
   Sarah Waterman shared the traffic data as follows: 

   MPH 85%  
 
Jackson Road - (closer to Whalen Rd)   33 
Jackson Road - (closer to Jackson Rd Ext.)  35 

 
   The speeds collected were either at or below the posted speed limit of 35 mph.  Sarah said  
   that the road is narrow which could make it seem that vehicles are traveling faster   
   than they really are.  It is a difficult road to navigate, however, the speeds that were collected  
   are reasonable. 
 
   Mark Valentine stated that with the road being narrow, it encourages drivers to slow down.   
   Adding shoulders to the road may result in drivers increasing their speeds.  Staff has looked  
   into the possibility of sidewalks along that portion of Jackson Road.  Staff encouraged  
   neighbors to petition the Town Board for sidewalks once they decided which side of the road  
   they would like it placed, but nothing has been submitted thus far.  
 
   Andy Moore agreed that the most difficult part of implementing sidewalks is getting the  
   neighbors to agree on which side they should go on.  Andy also mentioned that sidewalks  
   along Jackson Road is on the top of the Town Board's radar and they are waiting for a  
   sidewalk petition from the neighbors so the next steps can be taken.   
 
  3. Cyclists and Roadway Intersections - Follow Up 
 
   Mark Valentine updated the committee in regards to an email that was received from a  
   resident that had questions pertaining to the Linden Avenue and Washington Street   
   intersection near East Rochester.  The resident asked how cyclists should navigate the  
   intersection  when bicycles do not trip the loops.  Mark shared the email with NYSDOT and  
   received a response stating that there is no video detection in place at that intersection to  
   pick up cyclists or pedestrians at this time.  
 
   Sarah Waterman added that the email response stated that until video detection is put in  
   place, cyclists should navigate the intersection the same way as pedestrians and walk their  
   bicycles across the road. 
 
 
VI.  NEW BUSINESS 
   
  1. Approval of 2022 Meeting Dates 
   The committee motioned to approve the 2022 meeting dates. 
    
VII.  PUBLIC PARTICIPATION:   
  No Public Participation 
 
VIII.  NEXT MEETING: October 21st, 2021 from 5pm-6pm 
 
IX.  ADJOURNMENT: 5:54 pm 
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